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The� most important Christmas pr�paration is th� pr�paration of our h�arts which 
happ�ns by h�aring and m�ditating on th� Word of God. God’s law is holy and p�r-
f�ct. It can’t sav� us, but it do�s s�rv� an important rol� in God’s plan of salvation. 
As a p�dagogu� or chap�ron�, it guards, t�ach�s, pr�par�s, and l�ads us to Christ. It 
do�s this in its thr�� us�s as curb, mirror, and guid�.

evenin� H�prAyer

Hymn H----------------------------------------------------- Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

w H7

1. Rejoice, rejoice, believers, And let your lights appear;

Thee evening is advancing, And darker night is near.

Thee Bridegroom is arising And soon is drawing nigh.

Up, pray and watch and wrestle; At midnight comes the cry.

2. Thee watchers on the mountain Proclaim the Bridegroom near;

Go forth, as he approaches, With alleluias clear.

Thee marriage feast is waiting; Thee gates wide open stand.

Arise, O heirs of glory; Thee Bridegroom is at hand.

3. You saints, who here in patience Your cross and suff’*rings bore,

Shall live and reign forever When sorrow is no more.

Around the throne of glory Thee Lamb you shall behold;

In triumph lay before him Your shining crowns of gold.

4. Arise, Desire of nations; O Jesus, now appear,

Thee Hope and Expectation Of ev*ry Christian here.

With hearts and hands uplifteed We plead, O Lord, to see

Thee day of earth*s redemption Theat sets your people free.

Stand.
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Exhortation Hand HPrayEr

�: dear Hpeople Hof H�od, Hin Hthe Hseason Hof HAdvent, Hit His Hour Hresponsibility Hand Hjoy

to Hprepare Hourselves Hto Hhear Hagain Hthe Hmessage Hof Hthe Hangels,

to Hgo Hto Hbethlehem Hand Hsee Hthe Hson Hof H�od Hlying Hin Ha Hmanger.

let Hus Hhear Hand Hheed Hin H	oly Hscripture Hthe Hstory Hof H�od's Hloving Hpurpose

from Hthe Htime Hof Hour Hrebellion Hagainst Hhim

until Hthe Hglorious Hredemption Hbrought Hto Hus Hby Hhis Hholy Hchild, HJesus,

and Hlet Hus Hlook Hforward Hto Hthe Hyearly Hremembrance Hof Hhis Hbirth Hwith H

hymns Hand Hsongs Hof Hpraise.

but Hfirrst, Hlet Hus Hpray Hfor Hthe Hneeds Hof Hhis Hwhole Hworld,

for Hpeace Hand Hjustice Hon Hearth,

for Hthe Hunity Hand Hmission Hof Hthe Hhurch Hfor Hwhich Hhe Hdied,

for Hthe Hpeople Hin Hour Hcountry Hand Hin Hthis Hplace,

and Hespecially Hfor Hthe Hbrothers Hand Hsisters Hin Hour Hsynod Hand Hin Hour Hown H

congregation.

And Hbecause Hhe Hloves Hthem, Hlet Hus Hremember Hin Hhis Hname

the Hpoor Hand Hhelpless,

the Hcold, Hthe Hhungry, Hand Hthe Hoppressed,

the Hsick Hand Hthose Hwho Hmourn,

the Hlonely Hand Hunloved, Hand H

the Haged Hand Hlittlle Hchildren

as Hwell Has Hthose Hwho Hdo Hnot Hknow Hand Hlove Hthe Hlord HJesus Hhrist.

Finally, Hlet Hus Hpraise H�od Hfor Hthe Hfaith Hof H�ary, Hmother Hof Hour Hlord,

and Hthat Hwhole Hmultitude Hwhich Hno Hone Hcan Hnumber,

whose Hhope Hwas Hin Hthe Hword Hmade Hfleesh,

and Hwith Hwhom, Hin HJesus, Hwe Hare Hone Hforevermore.

to Hsum Hup Hthese Hpetitions, Hlet Hus Hpray Has Hhrist Hhimself Htaught Hus.
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�: Thee Halmighty H�od Hbless Hus Hwith Hhis Hgrace, Hhrist Hgive Hus Hthe Hjoys Hof Hever-

lasting Hlife, Hand Hmay Hthe HKing Hof Hangels Hbring Hus Hall Hto Hthe Hfellowship Hof Hthe H

citizens Habove.
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C: Amen.

Be seated.

Lesson ----------------------------------------------------------------- Matthew 5:17–20

“do Hnot Hthink Hthat Hi Hcame Hto Hdestroy Hthe Hlaw

or Hthe Hprophets.  Hi  Hdid Hnot Hcome Hto Hdestroy Hthem

but Hto Hfulfirll Hthem. HAmen Hi Htell Hyou: Huntil Hheaven

and Hearth Hpass Haway, Hnot Heven Hthe Hsmallest Hlettler,

or Heven Hpart Hof Ha Hlettler, Hwill Hin Hany Hway Hpass Haway

from Hthe Hlaw Huntil Heverything His Hfulfirlled. Hso Hwho-

ever  Hbreaks  Hone Hof  H the H least  Hof  H these  Hcommand-

ments Hand Hteaches Hothers Hto Hdo Hthe Hsame Hwill Hbe

called Hleast Hin Hthe Hkingdom Hof Hheaven. Hbut Hwho-

ever  H practices  H and  H teaches  H them  Hwill  H be  H called

great Hin Hthe Hkingdom Hof Hheaven. Hindeed Hi Htell Hyou

that  Hunless  Hyour Hrighteousness  Hsurpasses  H that  Hof

the  H pharisees  H and  H experts  H in  H the  H law,  H you  Hwill

never Henter Hthe Hkingdom Hof Hheaven.

�: Thee Hlord Hwill Hcome Hagain Hin Hglory. HThee Hspirit Hand Hthe Hhurch Hcry Hout: Home,

lord HJesus, Hcome.

Hymn ------------------------------------- Thee Ten Commandments Are the Law

w H285:1, H9-12

1. Thee Ten Commandments are the law Which Israel heard in holy awe.

In smoke and firre from Sinai Thee voice of God shook the sky. 

Have mercy, Lord!

9. “Bear no false witness nor defame Your neighbor and destroy his name,

But view him in the kindest way; Speak truth in all that you say.” 

Have mercy, Lord!

10. “You shall not crave your neighbor*s house 

Nor covet money, goods, or spouse.

Pray God he would your neighbor bless As you yourself wish success.” 

Have mercy, Lord!

11. God gave these laws to show therein, O child of man, your life of sin,

And help you rightly to perceive How unto God you should live. 

Have mercy, Lord!
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12. Our works cannot salvation gain; Theey merit only endless pain.

Forgive us, Lord! To Christ we flyy, Our mediator on high. 

Have mercy, Lord!

Sermon --------------------------------------------------------------- Matthew 5:17–20

A Holy Chap�ron� to Christ: God’s Law as Guid�

Stand.

Conf�ssion of Faith – Dialogu� from th� Cat�chism
�: �od Hhas Hgiven Hhis Hholy Hlaw Has Ha Hcurb Hto Hrestrain Hour Hsinful Hnature, Has Ha Hmir-

ror Hto Hshow Hus Hour Hsin Hand Hneed Hfor Ha Hsavior, Hand Has Ha Hguide Hto Hinstruct Hthe H

believer Hin Hjoyful, Hgodly Hliving. Hlet Hus Hrecite Hfrom Hthe Hten Hommandments H

and Htheir Hmeanings.

�: Thee Hseventh Hommandment:

C: You shall not steal.

�: what Hdoes Hthis Hmean?

C: We should fear and love God that we do not take our neighbor*s money 

or property or get it by dishonest dealing, but help him to improve and 

protect his property and means of income.

�: Thee Heighth Hommandment:

C: You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

�: what Hdoes Hthis Hmean?

C: We should fear and love God that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, 

betray him, or give him a bad name, but defend him, speak well of him, 

and take his words and actions in the kindest possible way.

�: Thee Hninth Hommandment:

C: You shall not covet your neighbor*s house.

�: what Hdoes Hthis Hmean?
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C: We should fear and love God that we do not scheme to get our neighbor*s

inheritance or house, or obtain it by a show of right, but do all we can to 

help him keep it.

�: Thee Htenth Hommandment:

C: You shall not covet your neighbor*s wife, workers, animals, or anything 

that belongs to your neighbor.

�: what Hdoes Hthis Hmean?

C: We should fear and love God that we do not force or entice away our 

neighbor*s spouse, workers, or animals, but urge them to stay and do 

their duty.

Song of Mary Magnificcat
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Be seated.

Offe�ring

Stand.

Lord, Hav� M�rcy Kyri�

�: For Hthe Hwell-being Hof Hpeople Heverywhere, Hfor Hthe Hgrowth Hof Hyour Hchurch Hin H

all Hthe Hworld, Hand Hfor Hthe Hstrengthening Hof Hall Hwho Hserve Hand Hworship Hhere, H

we Hpray, Ho Hlord:
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�: For Hone Hanother, Hyoung Hand Hold, Hfor Hyour Hblessings Hthat Hcome Hwith Hevery H

stage Hof Hlife, Hand Hfor Hjoy Hin Hdoing Hyour Hwill, Hwe Hpray, Ho Hlord:

�: For Hour Hpublic Hservants Hwho Hwork Hday Hand Hnight Hto Hbring Hprotection, Hjustice,

learning, Hand Hhealth Hto Hthis Hand Hevery Hplace, Hwe Hpray Hto Hyou, Ho Hlord:

�: For Hfavorable Hweather Hand Hbountiful Hharvests, Hfor Hclothing Hand Hfood, Hfor H

health Hof Hbody, Hmind, Hand Hspirit, Hand Hfor Hdeliverance Hfrom Hall Hsin Hand Hevery H

form Hof Hevil, Hwe Hpray Hto Hyou, Ho Hlord:

�: For Hthe Hfaithful Hwho Hhave Hgone Hbefore Hus, Hwho Hhave Hshared Hwith Hus Hyour H

good Hnews, Hwhose Hsouls Hare Hnow Hat Hrest Hin Hyour Hheavenly Hkingdom, Hwe Hgive H

you Hthanks, Ho Hlord:
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�: in Hthanksgiving Hfor Hyour Hmany Hand Hvaried Hgiftss Hto Hus, Hwe Hnow Hcommend H

ourselves Hto Hyour Hcare. Hbe Hour Hshield Hand Hstrength, Ho Hlord.

Be seated.

Hymn H------------------------------------------------- O Lord, How Shall I Meet You

w H19

1. O Lord, how shall I meet you, How welcome you aright?

Your people long to greet you, My Hope, my heart*s Delight.

O Jesus, let your Word be A lamp to light my way,

To show me how to please you, To guide me ev*ry day.

2. Love caused your incarnation; Love brought you down to me.

Your thirst for my salvation Procured my liberty.

Oh, love beyond all telling Theat led you to embrace

In love, all love excelling, Our lost and fallen race!

3. Rejoice, then, you sad-hearted, Who sit in deepest gloom,

Who mourn o*er joys departed And tremble at your doom.

Despair not; he is near you, He*s standing at the door

Who best can help and cheer you And bids you weep no more.

4. Sin*s debt, that fearful burden, Let not your souls distress;

Your guilt the Lord will pardon And cover by his grace.

He comes, for you procuring Thee peace of sin forgiv*n,

His children thus securing A heritage in heav*n.

5. He comes to judge the nations, A terror to his foes,

A light of consolations, And blessed hope to those

Who love the Lord*s appearing. O glorious Sun, now come,
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Send forth your beams most cheering, And guide us safely home.

Stand.

Pray�r
�: o H�od, Hyou Hmake Hus Hglad Hwith Hthe Hexpectation Hof Hthe Hcoming Hof Hyour Hone H

and Honly Hson, Hour Hlord HJesus Hhrist. H�rant Hthat Hwe, Hwho Hwith Hjoy Hreceive H

him Has Hour Hredeemer, Hmay Hwithout Hfear Hbehold Hhim Hwhen Hhe Hwill Hcome Hto H

be Hour Hjudge, Hwho Hlives Hand Hreigns Hwith Hyou Hand Hthe H	oly Hspirit, Hone H�od, H

now Hand Hforever.

C: Amen.

Song of Sim�on Nunc Dimittiis
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Bl�ssing

Be seated.

Closing Hymn ----------------------------- Hark! A Therilling Voice Is Sounding

w H15

1. Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding; “Christ is near,” we hear it say.

“Cast away the works of darkness; You are children of the day.”

2. Lo, the Lamb, so long-expected, Comes with pardon down from heav*n.

Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, One and all, to be forgiv*n,

3. Theat, when next he comes with glory And the world is wrapped in fear,

He may shield us with his mercy And with words of love draw near.

4. Honor, glory, might, dominion To the Father and the Son

With the everlasting Spirit While eternal ages run!
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Ev�ning Pray�r is from Christian Worship: A Luth�ran Hymnal 
copyright © 1993 Northw�st�rn Publishing Hous�.

“S�rvic� of Light” T�xt, Music: © 1978 “Luth�ran Book of Worship.” All rights r�s�rv�d. |
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ship: Occasional S�rvic�s.” copyright © 2000 Northw�st�rn Publishing Hous�.
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